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at Manchester in 1865, at Bridgwater in 1866, and
at the University of London in 1867. *n no attempt
did he succeed. His failure was ironical. Between
him and a great public career there stood only what
many a vociferous politician and dull country gentle-
man had obtained with ease. Unknown to the
voters, and apparently unable to make an impression
upon them, he was nevertheless greatly respected and
admired, and sought after in council, by the most
celebrated statesmen of'the day. Throughout the
latter part of his life he acted as an " advisor behind
the scenes of the Ministers and permanent heads
of departments who consulted him" to such an
extent that he has been called cc a sort of supple-
mentary Chancellor of the Exchequer."7 When he
travelled up to Manchester to stand for election,
he carried with him a letter of recommendation
from Gladstone, which declared:
If thorough acquaintance with economic science,
extensive and accurate knowledge, ready and practical
habits of business and a conciliatory disposition, go
to fit a man for the representation of these great
national interests, it certainly appears to me that your
fitness must stand without dispute in the first rank.8
And upon the occasion of Bagehot's death he
wrote:
During the time when I was Chancellor of the Ex-
chequer I had the advantage of frequent and free
communication with him on all matters of finance,
and currency. Nor have I in all my experience known
any one from whom in this important province more
was to be desired, or who was more free and genial in
the communication of his large knowledge and matured
reflection.8
Bagehot's repeated failures to obtain a seat have